Gaelic Corner

Verbs

In Gaelic grammar, verbs always come before the subject. I am becomes am I (Tha mi, tha is the verb, mi is the subject).  The question Am I is quite different – a bheil mi?  There are different verb tenses for past, future, conditional, and as you see, interrogative ( asking questions)  

There are also Regular verbs and Irregular ones, like in French. The verb to be is an irregular verb and doesn’t follow normal patterns. 

Tha mi


I am


 

Ha mee

Tha thu


You Are ( singular)

Ha oo

Tha e



He is




Ha aye

Tha I



She is



Ha ee

Tha sinn


We are



Ha shinn

Tha sibh


You are (plural or forma) 
Ha shiv

Tha iad


They are



Ha ee-yat

For the negative and interrogative  the verb form changes and the pronouns remain the same.

Chan eil mi (or thu, e,I etc.)   I( you,he) am/are not
Chan yil mee **

A bheil mi


Am I?




Uh vail mee

Nach eil mi


Am I not?



Nach yil mee  **

For basic statements , include an adjective  Tha i fuar – She is cold

Adjectives 

beag



small




beck

fliuch



wet




flooch

leisg



lazy




l-yishk

blàth



warm




blah

fuar



cold




foo-ur

mòr



big




moer

sgith



tired




skee

trang



busy




trang-g

tioram


dry




tchirrum


toilichte


pleased, happy


tolleech-tchuh

snog



nice




snok

and two linking words to pull things together

agus



and




ughuss

och



but




och

Tha I sgith agus trang och tha I toilichte.

And most important at this time of year

Nollaig chridheil agus Bliadhna mhath ur.  Nolla-eek  chree-yell  ughuss                     


                                                           blee-unnuh  va  oor

** The ch sound, as in Bach, loch, is very guttural. It has been described as the sound of clearing  a fish bone from the back of the mouth.

