Gaelic Corner 7 Looking Ahead

The Gaelic Corner has come to an impasse. We have leaned to say hello and goodbye, ask people how they are, complain about the weather, tell someone what time it is, learn the names of Scotland’s cities and towns and the days of the week. The lessons have been fairly simplistic, but Gaelic is a complicated and convoluted language, with twists and turns in verb tenses, grammar and pronunciation.

For example, for a relatively straight forward phrase like “They say that it will be windy tomorrow” you would say Thathar ag ràdh gum bi I gaothach a-maireach. Literally translated, this would be “It is being at saying that will be it windy tomorrow”.

 As you have seen , the pronunciation you would expect  in English can be completely different than the Gaelic and the sentence structure is like something that Yoda might put together. To learn Gaelic, one has to dive in to the grammar, and develop an ear for the language. The Gaelic Corner is not the venue to present grammar lessons, and certainly not one to provide audio samples of the spoken language.

To develop a true love and appreciation for Gaelic, we have to move beyond this short column and into some more substantial resources. One of my favourites is Teach Yourself Gaelic, a self paced book which eases you into the language and grammar, and has an accompanying CD for  the pronunciation. Another one is Everyday Gaelic. Both should be available at Chapters.

There are also numerous resources on the Internet catering to all levels of learners. Links to some of these are given on the Clan Cameron Ontario web site, and for those without Internet access who wish to continue their learning, please call me if you need some direction.
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